
Newport First Christian Church
809 SE Second Street
Newport, Oregon 97365-1150

Weekly Services and Activities 
Sunday:!  ! Bible Classes! ! !  9:30 AM
! !  ! Worship Service! !          10:45 AM
! !  ! Shine! (k-5th grade)! !  6:00 PM
! ! ! The Light (6th-12th grade)

Wednesday:! Youth Bible Study! ! !  7:30 PM
! ! ! Bible Study @ Creechesʼ !  7:00 PM
! !  !

Office Hours
9 AM - 2 PM, Tuesday through Friday

Phone:  541-265-2531           E-mail:  nfcc@charter.net      
Web sites: newportchristian.org  &  

newportchristian.smugmug.com

NFCC Ministry Staff
Minister: Derek Helt
derek.helt@gmail.com

Youth Minister: Heidi Fisher
y.m.heidi@gmail.com

Elders: Clay Creech, Robert Hill 
and Gene Sonnenberg 

Treasurer: Robert Hill 
rohill@actionnet.net

Secretary:  Audrey Carkhuff
arose-nfcc@charter.net

Newport First Christian

Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.   Ps. 119:105

February/March 2011

T h e o t h e r d a y I w a s 
privileged to be able to 
spend the better part 
of an hour talking 
with three men 
who had been 

shot at just the day before. They 
are police officers, of course, 
and if you live on the Oregon 
Coast, or even in the Pacific 
Northwest, you likely heard the 
news story. These men were far 
more fortunate than the Lincoln 
City  officer who was shot by the 
same man; but still, it had to be a 
very sobering experience.

As I listened to them go over the 
details with each other, I repeatedly 
tried to imagine what I would be feeling if it 
had been me involved in a high-speed chase, 
getting shot at, and having my windshield 
shattered by  the suspectʼs bullets … while I 
was still driving the car! These men are 
professionals, so they responded as they  had 
been trained to, but still, it is one of those “it 
makes you think” moments.

But, what, exactly, should it make a person 
think about, contemplating being in the shoes 
of those men who were shot at in the course 
of doing their jobs? What lessons can be 
taken away from having someone you are 
acquainted with come that close to a very 
violent injury or death? I mean, yes, hearing 
their story did make me glad I chose the 
vocation I did, but surely there are some 
“deeper lessons” to be learned here, wouldnʼt 
you think?

First of all, I believe that gratitude should be 
one of the first thoughts a person has. These 

guys deliberately put themselves in 
harmʼs way to protect people they 

donʼt even know. Yes, itʼs their job 
and thatʼs what they signed up for, 
but still, this guy had already  shot 
one police officer and they 
chased him down the highway 
knowing that he had nothing to 
lose by  shooting at another. A 
lot of people put themselves at 
risk for us on a regular basis, 
whether weʼre aware of it or not. 
We should be grateful.

Of course, the “classic Christian 
question” — one that you might 

expect a preacher to respond with — 
is “If that had been you being shot at 

going down the highway in the middle of the 
night, would you have felt ready to meet 
God?” Itʼs a cliché, of course, about as 
manipulative as an overly-emotional altar call 
on the last night of church camp. However, itʼs 
also something valid to think about, isnʼt it? As 
disheartening as it might be, the truth is that 
most people who die on any  given day donʼt 
wake up that morning knowing that this is their 
last day on earth. As the Bible reminds us, “… 
you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow” (James 4:14a). So, thatʼs definitely 
something to think about.

However, the more I thought about it, the more 
I realized that, for the believer in Jesus Christ, 
being challenged to think about the certainty 
of death is really not the best lesson. A better 
one is to be reminded that, because of Christ, 
we are freed from always having to wonder 
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what would happen to us if we 
died today. 

I once ran across a man who 
had a perverted view of grace 
and salvation. He believed that, 
even though Christ died for us, 
we were still supposed to keep 
an accounting of every  little sin 
and specifically ask God for 
forgiveness for it. If, while saying 
our prayers at the end of the day, 
we were to neglect asking Godʼs 
forgiveness for every  possible 
sin we might have committed 
since our last such session of 
self-criticism, then, … well youʼd 
better hope you donʼt die in your 
sleep.

Make no mistake, we are supposed to be 
aware of and ask forgiveness for the sins we 
commit as believers in Christ. However, to 
be worried about keeping a ledger of sins — 
where every word, thought or deed in the 
“debit” column must be balanced by a 
specific plea to God in order to be checked 

off in the “credit” column — 
that is just plain ridiculous 
and not how Godʼs grace 
works.

Do I worry every day about 
dying? No. Like most of us, 
I usually  prefer to think of 
dying as something that is 
yet a long way off. And so 
far, that is a statistical truth. 
However, when I do come 
across one of those “it 
makes you think” moments, 
I am always glad to remind 
myself that no matter when 
“it” happens or what I might 
be doing just then, that I 
have been reassured that 

“there is now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). That 
makes me think. 

In Him,

Derek
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Ted Smith     February 3
Meg Jones     February 4
John Poet     February 6

Clay Creech     February 9
Chase Mix     February 9

Kelly Mix   February 10
Cheryl Cyphert   February 11

Larry Judd   February 12
Mary Buel   February 13

Aaron Carkhuff   February 13
Breanna Sanders   February 13

Levi Smith   February 15
Julie Colmenero   February 18
Dwight Whitead   February 20
Al Loudenback   February 21
Hunter Graham   February 22

Katie Reineccius   February 24
Tracy Mix   February 26

Susie Judd   February 27
Jack Fisher   February 29 

Avis Nelson     March 4
Ralph Jones     March 7

Michelle Ford   March 11
John Colmenero   March 14

Emily Helt   March 17
Dani Rinearson   March 18

Kay Myer   March 19
Ruth Sanders   March 20

Brayden Arnsdorf   March 21
Nancy Hale   March 22

KayLee Cyphert   March 24
Margie Creech   March 25

Harry Schick   March 27

Jason & Michelle Ford   2/13/2004
Jim & Julie Myers   2/14/2003

Dwight & Vikki Whitead   2/25/2001

Richard & Sandra Wadsley   3/04/1978
Glen & Bev Hale   3/09/1963

Larry & Lisa Davis   3/17/1984
Dean & Marilynn Young   3/28/1968
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Concerned Friends 
of Newport

Present
“Heart Strings”

An Afternoon of Tea & Music
Sunday, February 13, 2011

2-4 PM at the 
Pacific Shores Motorcoach Resort

6225 N Coast Highway 101, Newport

Featuring
A Full Afternoon Tea 

(our ladies are providing desserts!) 
accompanied by:

Solo Harpist, Hawaiian Dance and
Women of Note

Raffle: A beautifully Handcrafted 
Quilt and Silent Auction

Tickets: $25.00

For Tickets or Information contact 
Betty Stier (541-563-8029)

All proceeds benefit:
Samaritan House

The Backpack Program and 
The Dental Van

(Last yearʼs tea raised $7,000!)

Excellent Valentineʼs Day gift 
for the special woman in your life!!

Elder/
Pastor

Conference
@ Turner



Heidi

From 

Six of our high school students went to 

Winemaʼs Christmas Camp  December 26-31.   
This camp has a smaller group of kids that attend 
with Young Adults/College students running the 
camp.   Camp has been an absolute highlight for 
our kids during the Christmas season.  That says 
a lot, knowing all the activities going on during the 
Christmas holiday.   Three of our students were 
returning campers, while the other three were 
newcomers this year.  The friendships that the 
kids have made from camp are amazing!  I have 
noticed our kids texting and “Facebooking” camp 
friends.  They are sharing scripture, things that 
they are learning during their youth groups, and 
sometimes just to saying “hi” to each other. 

It always amazes me how much the kids learn in 
one week of camp!  The kids brought back fun 
camp  games that they have been sharing with our 
Youth group on Sunday evenings.  (Mafia!)  Itʼs 
also incredible how the kids are able to share 
things that they learned from their camp 
councilors or speakers adding to our Sunday 
school class or Wednesday night bible study.  

God Bless Winema & the staff that run Christmas 
camp!

Usually  the Youth take a break during the 
Christmas break from our weekly meetings. . .,but 
not this year!  This group  of kids absolutely         
loves  the opportunity to get together.    We had a 
White Elephant gift exchange party, a movie night 
in the Lighthouse watching “To Save A Life,” 

movie night at the theater to watch “Narnia,” and a 
few impromptu “hang out at Heidiʼs house 
afternoons.”  

We also have a bunch of activities to be looking 
forward to!  

Snow Trip:  March 11 & 12                                      

ALL Youth kids invited. Information will be 
distributed to kids in February.  Prices can be 
checked out at www.hoodoo.com

Spring Break:  March 19-29

Junior High Believe:  March 25 & 26 "                               
6th – 8th grade kids        " "       
www.ciy.com/believe                                          
This event is at the Oregon Convention center in 
Portland.  There is a cost per ticket, and overnight 
expenses.  Please ask Heidi for more information.

BBC Preview:  April 14-16"                               
High School students ONLY                    
www.boisecollege.edu/events.preview.htm  
Information will be distributed to kids in February.  

April 24 is Easter this year!  Mark your calendar 
and join us in an Easter celebration & potluck 
dinner.

http://www.hoodoo.com
http://www.hoodoo.com
http://www.ciy.com/believe
http://www.ciy.com/believe
http://www.boisecollege.edu/events.preview.htm
http://www.boisecollege.edu/events.preview.htm

